186        REMINISCENCES OF WIN FIELD S. HANCOCK.
General Hancock returned to his command after this brief interview, but had scarcely reached his tent when General Meade and his chief-of-staff, General Butterfield, made their appearance, the latter bearing an order for General Hancock to proceed to Gettysburg and assume command of the Eleventh, First and Third corps. As the exact purport of this order has been a subject of some controversy, it is here inserted in full.
" HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
" July i, 1863, 1:10 P. M. " COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS :
" The major-general commanding has just been informed that General Reynolds has been killed, or badly wounded. He directs that you turn over the command of your Corps to General Gibbon ; that you proceed to the front, and by virtue of this order, in case of the truth of General Reynolds's death, you assume command of the Corps there assembled, viz., the Eleventh, First and Third, at Emmettsburg. If you think the ground and position there a better one to fight a battle, under existing circumstances, you will so advise the General, and he will order all the troops up. You know the General's views, and General Warren, who is fully aware of them, has gone out to see General Reynolds.
" Later.    1:15 p. M.
" Reynolds has possession of Gettysburg, and the enemy are reported as falling back from the front of Gettysburg. Hold your column ready to move.
" Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed)       " D. BUTTERFIELD,
"Major-General and Chief-of-Staff"
It will be observed that by this order General Meade placed General Gibbon in command of the Second Corps, over the heads of his two senior^, an effort to reconcile my stricken heart to the inevitable, as her, 1876, from St. Louis.
